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The REDEEM Act also enhances Fed-

eral juvenile record confidentiality 
provisions and provides for automatic 
expungement of records for kids who 
commit nonviolent crimes before they 
turn 15 and automatic sealing of 
records for those who commit non-
violent crimes after they turn 15. 

It will also ban the very cruel and 
counterproductive practice of juvenile 
solitary confinement that can have im-
mediate and long-term detrimental ef-
fects on youth detainee mental and 
physical health. In fact, the majority 
of suicides by juveniles in prisons hap-
pens by young people who are in soli-
tary confinement. Other nations even 
consider it torture. 

For adults, this legislation offers the 
first broad-based Federal path to the 
sealing of criminal records. A person 
who commits a nonviolent crime will 
be able to petition a court and make 
his or her case. 

Furthermore, employers requesting a 
background check from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation will be pro-
vided with only relevant and accurate 
information thanks to a provision that 
will protect job applicants by improv-
ing the quality of the Bureau’s back-
ground check. 

Think about this: 17 million back-
ground checks were done by the FBI 
last year, many of them for private 
providers, and upward of half of them 
were inaccurate or incomplete, often 
causing people to lose a job, miss an 
economic opportunity, and be trapped 
with few options to address the basic 
economic security that could lead 
someone to reoffend in order to feed a 
child. The REDEEM Act lifts a ban on 
receiving Supplemental Nutritional 
Assistance Program, or SNAP, bene-
fits. These benefits were conceived in a 
way that should empower people when 
they have to leave, and those convicted 
of drug use or possession having paid 
their dues now have a path to the rein-
statement of those benefits so that 
they can get their lives together so 
they can be empowered and successful. 

Taken together, these measures will 
help keep kids who get in trouble out 
of a lifetime of crime and help adults 
who commit nonviolent crimes become 
more self-reliant and less likely to re-
offend. 

The time to act is now. We cannot af-
ford to let our criminal justice system 
continue to grow at the rate that it is. 
We cannot afford to sap billions of tax-
payer dollars from a broken system 
that is locking people up and then 
doing nothing to empower them to suc-
ceed. We are wasting human potential 
and human productivity. We are hurt-
ing our economy, and by trapping peo-
ple without options, we often end up 
making our communities less safe. 

We have seen how other individual 
States are doing things to address this 
issue and are actually lowering recidi-
vism and lowering their prison popu-
lation and on top of it lowering actual 
crime in their States. It is time that 
the Federal Government act to do the 
same. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
REDEEM Act so we can make our com-
munities safer and stronger and truly 
be a nation that savors and values free-
dom and empowers its citizens to live 
productive, strong lives of contribu-
tion. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
note the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican whip is recog-
nized. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I would 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SPRING, TEXAS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, before I 
begin my prepared remarks today I 
want to offer my sympathy to the com-
munity of Spring, TX. Last night in 
this quiet suburban area north of Hous-
ton they experienced the horrific mur-
ders of six people. It is reported that 
four of these people who were killed 
were young people. As we move forward 
in the days and weeks ahead I hope we 
will keep these victims and the com-
munity in our thoughts and prayers. 

f 

BORDER CRISIS 

Mr. CORNYN. Shifting to a different 
part of my State where they are experi-
encing another type of crisis, every day 
this week I have come to the floor and 
spoken on President Obama’s refusal to 
travel to the southern border of Texas 
where a humanitarian crisis continues 
to unfold. Those aren’t just my words; 
those are the President’s words—a hu-
manitarian crisis. 

As I have said before, the President 
has been in Dallas; he has been in Aus-
tin, where he spent the night last 
night; and he is there this morning 
speaking, reportedly, on the economy. 
Why he persists in his refusal to travel 
to the border really is beyond my 
imagination. I just don’t understand it. 
The fact that the President has himself 
described it as a humanitarian crisis 
makes this even more strange. 

People can infer whatever they want 
to about his potential motivations. I 
don’t know whether it means he 
doesn’t really understand it, whether 
his handlers have kept him in the bub-
ble so much that simply the facts are 
not getting through to him or whether 
he is surrounded by political advisers 
who say: This is going to be a political 
liability for you, Mr. President. Don’t 
travel there. If you show up and have 
your picture taken with these children 
who are traveling by the tens of thou-
sands unaccompanied from Central 
America to Mexico, you will own the 
problem. I don’t know whether that is 
the advice he is getting. Surely it can-
not be that he doesn’t care. 

But I will tell you that many of my 
constituents—Republicans and Demo-
crats alike—and many of my col-
leagues in the Congress are wondering: 
Why would the President show such lit-
tle respect for what the communities 
along the border are experiencing as 
they try to deal with this humani-
tarian crisis? Why would the President 
show such little respect for the Border 
Patrol, FEMA, and other Federal ac-
tors that are trying to help these com-
munities deal with this crisis? It just 
does not add up. 

Since the President so stubbornly re-
fuses to visit the border even though he 
is in Texas and has been there for the 
last 2 days, people have asked me: Well, 
if the President showed up, what would 
he see? 

First of all, he would learn this crisis 
is in large part a product of the Presi-
dent’s own policy judgments, particu-
larly starting with the ICE memo in 
2011, the so-called Morton memo No. 1, 
then the Morton memo No. 2, and then 
the deferred action Executive order 
saying that certain young people would 
never be returned to their country of 
origin but the President will act alone 
to defer action against them. 

Then there is the continued discus-
sion the President has here in Wash-
ington that says he wants to go even 
further. So I think one of the things 
the President would learn is that peo-
ple actually pay attention to what he 
is saying. The impression is that he is 
not going to faithfully execute the law. 

So the children continue to come, 
and they will continue to come until 
we fix the problem. The President has 
to be an important part of that solu-
tion. 

As I have said before, these young 
children traveled through some of the 
most dangerous territory on the plan-
et, because the smuggling corridors are 
controlled by cartels such as the Zetas 
and these cartels are in the business of 
crime—smuggling people, drugs, weap-
ons, you name it—smuggling women 
for sex slavery and human trafficking. 
They don’t really care about the 
human element. They care about the 
money. Migrants who travel across 
Mexico from Central America are sub-
jected to rape and kidnapping—where 
they are held for ransom so their rel-
atives will pay off the cartels to let 
them go and continue their journey. 
We don’t know how many of the chil-
dren that start this long journey from 
Central America—some 1,200 miles 
from Guatemala City to McAllen, TX, 
alone—how many of them die in the 
process and never make it. So the 
52,000-plus so far who have been de-
tained at our southwestern border 
since October are the ones who made 
the trip successfully. We don’t know 
how many children and their parents 
have died in the process. 

I do know—having traveled to Brooks 
County, Texas—that I have seen some 
of the grave sites of unknown migrants 
who have actually died trying to get 
through—to get past the Border Patrol 
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